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Fast 
Mediation 
Facts
There are approximately 5,600
 Florida 
Ce
rtified Supreme Court Mediators.
On average, there are 100,000 mediations per year in Florida.
) (
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March at a Glance
1. 
Violets are the flower of the 
month
2. 
Michelangelo was born on March 6th
3. 
So was Shaquille O'Neal
4.  
Spring arrives on the 20th
5.  
National Potato Chip Day falls on March 14th
 
6. 
March 17th is the feast day of St. Patrick
 
7.
 
March Madness occurs
8. 
If you love Melba Toast, you can celebrate on National Melba Toast Day, March 23rd
9.
 
March is National Craft Month
10. 
In 1918, Daylight Saving 
Time went into effect in the U.S.
 on March 31st
) (
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Other experts agree that it's important for all parties involved to understand what's expected of them before any money or goods change hands.  It may seem formal at first but the chance for conflict will decrease considerably.  When you have written agreement
 or contract
, any worrying or speculating will be removed from the situation and will be replaced with peace and clarity. 
Judge Lynn Toler, also co-author of "Put It in Writing! Creating Agreements Between Family and Friends," offers a few approaches when facing a lending transaction.  
-Use humor to get your expectations across.  It will lighten the mood without diminishing your message.
      OR
-Recognize
 and state
 that this may seem official but it will relieve stress for both of you in the long run.
If your relationship is worthwhile, creating a
 written
 set of parameters and establishing common ideas will safeguard you from any pitfalls that "friendly" lending may allow.
) (
Please Sign Her
e-
 Family
 and Friends
 Included
There's no denying it, money is helpful.  There's al
so no denying that in our lives
 there will be times when we have money and 
times 
when we wish we had money.  W
hat do you do when are in a pinch and the bank just won't do?  Some of us will turn to frien
ds and some will look to family
 for a loan
.  But what happens when you
 have to sign
 along the dotted line to do so?
Deborah Hutchinson, co-author of "Put It in Writing! Creating Agreements Between Family and Friends," believes that being direct upfront avoids 
unwanted 
anxiety later.  For example, if your best friend Susie approaches you for help paying her phone bill this month, and says she'll pay you back as soon as she can, what does that mean to you?  Will her time frame be the same as the time frame you expect?  Will you become upset with her if you see her spending money on other things before she pays you back?  Although these types of 
conversations
 are not the easiest to have, 
setting expectations
 can be detrimental to the preservation of the relationship.
)
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By answering these questions, couples will have the ability to refer back to them when conflicts arise.  It allows each of them to shed light on their beliefs and expose any helpful information for the future.  Overall, spouses should feel comfortable and well-informed about one another's approach regarding financial decisions. 
A recent 
Orlando Sentinel
 article
 mirrored Taylor's advice by featuring
 the opinions of financial industry insiders.
  Specifically, the article asserts that credit reports, past debts, and recent windfalls should be disclosed.  In addition to Taylor's questions, the article encourages couples to 
address
 these issues:
 
-
If we were in financial trouble, how would you cut back in spending?
-
How big of a credit card balance is acceptable to you?
-What do you consider a "normal" sized home?
-How often is it acceptable to purchase a car? New or used?
E
ach relationship
 is distinct and
 wi
ll require special attention b
ut by 
tackling these concerns, couples will be one step closer to a more  perfect financial union.
For the full 
Orlando Sentinel article
, please visit:
 
http://www.orlandosentinel.com
Taylor, A. (
2002). The Handbook of 
Family Mediation. San 
Francisco, CA: 
Jossey
-Bass.
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Marriage and the Power of Money
There are numerous factors that shape the way you manage your finances.  Whether it was the way your parents saved or the way your college roommate overspent, you have your own budgeting style.  And when you get married, you and your spouse will have to navigate a new path for which you will handle your money, together.
Unfortunately, m
arital mediations often draw out arguments that could potentially have been avoid
ed had the couples been upfront and
 honest 
with each other
.  Aside from other important relationship issues, money and financial matters are an extremely common source for spousal disputes. 
Alison Taylor, author of "The Handbook of Family Dispute Resolution," suggests that all married couples answer the following financial questions
 together before walking down the aisle
:
-Do both spouses contribute by working outside the home?
-Do they pool their resources or retain private money?
-Do they have spending allowances without checking with the other?
-Who organizes 
the finances, pays the bills, deals with insurance and prepares the taxes?
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Common Mediation Conflicts
1. 
Marital
2. 
Parent/Child
3. 
Landlord/Tenant
4.
 
Home 
Foreclosure
5. 
Probate
6. 
Neighbor
7. 
Other family
8. 
Workplace
9. 
Education/Schools
10. 
Healthcare
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Before You File Suit, Call Resolute!!
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